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It Is Finished  

John 19:1-30 
 

In the heat of the early morning  

On a hill they call the Skull  

The roaring of the angry mob had settled to a lull  

All eyes were cast upon the man whose hands and feet were bound  

They saw him cry in anguish when they heard the hammer pound  

 

They saw the bloody woven thorns with which His head was crowned  

They watched the bloody cross of wood be dropped into the ground  

The soldiers gambled for His clothes, they watched them win and lose  

They saw the sign above His head that said "King of the Jews"  

 

(Chorus)  

(It is finished) And the sky grew black as the night  

(It is finished) And the people scattered in fright  

The work had been done, redemption had been won  

The war was over without a fight  

It is finished 

 
They searched His face for anger, for vengeance in His stare  
Instead of eyes that burned with hate a look of love was there  
He prayed for their forgiveness and bowed His battered head  
And no one knew the meaning of the final words He said  
 
(Repeat Chorus) 
 
The provision has been made  
The foundation has been laid  
He paid the ransom due and tore the temple veil in two  
And opened up the way for me and you  
It is finished 
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John 19:1-13 (NASB) 
Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put 
it on His head, and put a purple robe on Him; and they began to come up to Him and say, "Hail, King 
of the Jews!" and to give Him slaps in the face.  Pilate came out again and said to them, "Behold, I am 
bringing Him out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in Him."  Jesus then came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Behold, the Man!"  So when 
the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out saying, "Crucify, crucify!" Pilate said to them, 
"Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him."  The Jews answered him, "We have a 
law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God."  Therefore 
when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid; and he entered into the Praetorium again 
and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer.  So Pilate said to Him, "You 
do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to 
crucify You?"  Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you 
from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin."  As a result of this Pilate 
made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out saying, "If you release this Man, you are no friend 
of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar."  Therefore when Pilate 
heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The 
Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 
 
Matthew 27:15-26 (NASB) 
Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the people any one prisoner whom they 
wanted.  At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.  So when the people 
gathered together, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus 
who is called Christ?"  For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over.  While he was 
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, "Have nothing to do with that 
righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him."  But the chief priests and 
the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death.  But the governor said 
to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas."  Pilate 
said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said, "Crucify Him!"  And 
he said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they kept shouting all the more, saying, "Crucify Him!"  
When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water 
and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's blood; see to that 
yourselves."  And all the people said, "His blood shall be on us and on our children!" 
 
John 19:14-18 (NASB) 
Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he said to the 
Jews, "Behold, your King!"  So they cried out, "Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!" Pilate 
said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar."  So 
he then handed Him over to them to be crucified.  They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, 
bearing His own cross, to the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha.  
There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in between. 
 
In the verses above we see that Pilate wanted to release Jesus.  However, the chief priests had the crowd 
worked up almost to the point of a riot.  To keep the peace, so to speak, Pilate gave in to the crowd and 
gave Jesus over to the Jews to be crucified.  He then washed his hands and proclaimed himself innocent 
of Jesus’s blood.  But was he really innocent? 
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Matthew 27:45 (NASB) 
Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour.   
 

We see in this verse that darkness fell upon the earth for three hours.  Those three hours were from 

around noon until three PM. 

 

Luke 23:34 (NASB) 

But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast 
lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 
 
Luke 23:39-43 (NASB) 
One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, "Are You not the 
Christ? Save Yourself and us!"  But the other answered, and rebuking him said, "Do you not even fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  "And we indeed are suffering justly, 
for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong."  And he 
was saying, "Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!"  And He said to him, "Truly I say 
to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise." 
 
John 19:19-27 (NASB) 
Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It was written, "JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS”.  Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin and in Greek.  So the chief priests of 
the Jews were saying to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews'; but that He said, 'I am King of the 
Jews.'"  Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."  Then the soldiers, when they had 
crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the 
tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece.   So they said to one another, "Let us not tear 
it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be"; this was to fulfill the Scripture: "THEY DIVIDED MY 
OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS. (Psalm 22:18)"  
Therefore the soldiers did these things. But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His 
mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus then saw His mother, and 
the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold, your son!"  
Then He said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" From that hour the disciple took her into his own 
household. 
 
Even as Jesus was hanging on the cross we see that He still showed the love and compassion for those 
around Him.  First of all He prayed for those who were crucifying Him.  Then He gave reassurance to the 
repentant thief on the cross beside Him.  Finally He made sure His mother had a home to live in after He 
was gone. 
 
Another thing we see in these verses is the sign that Pilate had placed above Jesus on the cross.  I wonder 
if he had that placed there to get back at the priests who had forced him to make the decision to crucify 
Jesus.  Because when the priests tried to get him to reword it he basically said I made say what I wanted 
it to say and that’s the way it’s going to be. 
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Mark 15:34-36 (NASB) 
At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "ELOI, ELOI, LAMA SABACHTHANI? (Psalm 22:1)" 
which is translated, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?"  When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they began saying, "Behold, He is calling for Elijah."  Someone ran and filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink, saying, "Let us see whether Elijah will 
come to take Him down." 
 
John 19:28-30 (NASB) 
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, said, "I 
am thirsty."  A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon 
a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth.  Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, 
He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 
 
Jesus said some things toward the very end and the crowd basically had no clue what He was saying.  In 
the first verse they thought He was calling Elijah.  But the biggest thing of all that they missed was the 
final words he said.  It is finished!  That probably went right over most people’s head.  But it was 
probably some of the most important words He said that day for us.  What was finished?  Our salvation, 
the penalty for our sins had been paid.  The work that God started when Eve first sinned in the garden 
was finished and complete.  There would never again be a need for animal sacrifices.  We no longer 
needed a priest to make sacrifices on our behalf to God. 
 
Matthew 27:50-51 (NASB) 
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.  And behold, the veil of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. 
 
Notice it says that when Jesus died the temple veil was torn from top to bottom.  What was the 
significance of that?  The temple veil separated the Holy of Holies from the people.  Only the priest could 
go past the temple veil to make sacrifices for the people.  By tearing the veil that was God’s way of 
saying that the former system was over.  Now all people who believe on His name can approach His 
throne by the shed blood of Jesus. 
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